DynCorp

Information & Engineering Technology
300 North Lee Street

Alexandria, VA 22314-2695

(703) 5§18-1000

FAX: (703] 5484766

November 1, 1996

Ms. Jeanne Griffin
U.S. EPA Region 5
77 West Jackson Blvd
Chicago, IL 60604

Subject: Narrative summary for proposed NPL update 21 site, under contract 68-W2-0030, HRS
work assignment 3-01, task 2

Dear Ms. Griffin:

Enclosed is the narrative summary for the DePue/N.J. Zinc/Mobil Chemical site in your region that could
be proposed in the next NPL update, depending on the outcome of the governor’s letter requirement issue
for proposed rules. Please review the enclosed summary and provide any corrections to me by November
22, 1996. Our fax number at DynCorp is (703) 683-6957. If you have any comments or questions,
please call me at (703) 519-1474.

Sincerely,

P egeeo

Vescio
Work Assignment Manager

Enclosure

cc: Terry Keidan, EPA HQ Work Assignment Manager
Mary Ann Rich, EPA HQ Project Officer
Teresa Mott, DynCorp Contracts Administrator
DynCorp Site File

1940 - 1908

&7 £
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS /)((‘ OF QUALITY SERVICE

145209



DEPUE/NEW JERSEY ZINC/MOBIL CHEMICAL CORP
Village of DePue, IL

The DePue/New Jersey Zinc/Mobil Chemical Corporation site is located in the Village of DePue, Bureau County,
Illinois. The New Jersey Zinc Company began operations in 1903 on 175 acres of farmland. The facility was
composed of the original smelter and several associated plants, which were added over the years. The original plant
produced slab zinc, used in the automobile and appliance industries, and sulfuric acid. Zinc dust was also produced
and used as an additive to produce corrosive-resistant paints. Shortly after the facility ceased operations in 1990,
New Jersey Zinc demolished the remaining structures. During the height of operations, the smelter was reported
to employ approximately 3,000 workers. New Jersey Zinc Company is currently owned by the Zinc Corporation
of America. '

New Jersey Zinc constructed a diammonium phosphate (DAP) fertilizer plant in 1966. In 1972, Mobil Chemical
Corporation leased the DAP and sulfuric acid plants from New Jersey Zinc. Mobil officially purchased a portion
of the original property in 1975. In 1985, the ownership of those plants was transferred to Mobil. The Mobil
plants were demolished in April 1992.

EPA involvement in the site began with a preliminary assessment in December 1980. A second preliminary
assessment was conducted in July 1983, followed by two site inspections in May 1984 and June 1987. In March
1992, an expanded site inspection was conducted by the Illinois EPA.  As a result of the investigations, several
sources have been identified: a residue pile, a waste pile, lithopone waste material ridges, a cinder fill area,
contaminated soils, lagoons/cooling ponds, and gypsum stack ponds. All of the sources were found to contain
elevated levels of metals, including zinc, lead, arsenic, cadmium, chromium, and copper.

Contaminated soils have been identified in residential properties within the Village of DePue. The Illinois

Department of Public Health has stated that elevated levels of cadmium were found in residential soil samples.

Although the initial health evaluation has documented no short term threats to nearby populations, under certain

conditions elevated: concentrations of cadmium have been found to pose a number of long term adverse health

effects. In addition, contamination of a fishery, state wildlife refuge, and wetlands have been documented in Lake
DePue.

[The description of the site (release) is based on information available at the time the site was scored. The
description may change as additional information is gathered on the sources and extent of contamination. See 56
FR 5600, February 11, 1991, or subsequent FR norices.]



